SAFE CUSTODY

go down to the valley, pass below the castle and then
come up to the road. Even if we met no obstruc-
tion, the darkness would hinder our steps, and long
before we were up, the chauffeur would have finished
his supper and locked up the car.
" Nothing doing ? " said Hubert.
I shook my head.
" Then let's get down," said my cousin, " and try
the stable windows for what it's worth/'
By way of a beech-tree we scrambled back to the'
ground, and, hardly waiting to give Palin and Stiven
our news, turned to the row of barred windows high
up in the wall.
" You can count them out," said Palin, inspecting
his hands. " Those bars are good for another two
hundred years. And you can't get round to the gate-
house because of that enchanting cascade. Not even
a slug could do it. The water washes the wall."
Hubert drew in his breath,
" We shall have to go round," he said. " Down to
the valley and round. We've torn up a chance in a
million, but let that go."
" Be reasonable," said Palin. " Fortune iriay smile,
but she devilish seldom grins, and if we have to work
for our sugar, we can't complain."
This was true: and after a cigarette, we made our
way round the castle and began to descend the
mountain to the valley below.
Night was now upon us and .because of the leaves
above us the stars could give us no light. The darkness
was, indeed, impenetrable, and although we had our
two torches, one failed almost at once and the other's
beam was so feeble that we felt constrained to save it
against the vital business of taking the car. It follows
60